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No sooner had we arrived than we, Monsieur
Jollyet and I, assembled the elders together; and
he told them that he was sent by Monsieur Our
Governor to discover New countries, while I was sent
by God to Illumine them with the light of the holy
Gospel. He told them that, moreover, The sov-
ereign Master of our lives wished to be known by all
the Nations; and that in obeying his will I feared
not the death to which I exposed myself in voyages
so perilous. He informed them that we needed two
guides to show us the way; and We gave them a
present, by it asking them to grant us the guides.
To this they very Civilly consented; and they also
spoke to us by means of a present, consisting of a
Mat to serve us as a bed during the whole of our
voyage.

On the following day, the tenth of June, two
Miamis who were given us as guides embarked with
us, in the sight of a great crowd, who could not suffi-
ciently express their astonishment at the sight of
seven frenchmen, alone and in two Canoes, daring to
undertake so extraordinary and so hazardous an
Expedition.

We knew that, at three leagues from Maskoutens,
was a River which discharged into Missisipi. We
knew also that the direction we were to follow in
order to reach it was west-southwesterly. But the
road is broken by so many swamps and small lakes
that it is easy to lose one’s way, especially as the
River leading thither is so full of wild oats that it is
difficult to find the Channel. For this reason we
greatly needed our two guides, who safely Conducted
us to a portage of 2,700 paces, and helped us to
transport our Canoes to enter That river; after



